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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

March Storm 2018 Registration is now open! 

By Dale Skran, NSS Executive VP and Chair, NSS Policy Committee 

Please sign up at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/march-storm-2018-tickets-41513120862 

NSS, ASD, and the SFF are sponsoring March Storm 2018, the premier citizen space related Washington 
visit event held March 11-15. March Storm 2018 will be advancing the 2018 Alliance for Space 
Development objectives: 

1)      Establish an Ultra Low Cost Access to Space (ULCATS) program based on public-private partnership 
and streamlined governmental policy and regulations (see DRAFT BILL). 
2)      Ensure a gapless transition from ISS to private space stations in LEO, with NASA assisting with 
development and serving as an early customer (see DRAFT BILL) 
3)      Enable cislunar development through a series of programs, such as: 

a)      A public-private partnership to develop and demonstrate a reusable lander based in 
cislunar space. 
b)      Setting a price that NASA will pay for commodities (water,etc.) at locations in cislunar 
space. 
c)      Purchasing data gathered by private companies on lunar resources (water, etc.). 

 
This year, we have decided to request participants pay a $40 registration fee, and we are using 
Eventbrite, a popular and reliable service, to collect the fees. PLEASE NOTE - students are free on 
display of a student ID card during the training session. Also, if you are unable to pay the $40, 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/march-storm-2018-tickets-41513120862
http://allianceforspacedevelopment.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Draft-ULCATS-Act.pdf
http://allianceforspacedevelopment.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ISS_Gapless_Transition_Act_March_2016.pdf


scholarships are available. Eventbrite will walk you through the process. Please send any questions to 
dale.skran@nss.org   

The talking points slides for 2018 March Storm are here: http://www.nss.org/legislative/blitz/March-

Storm-2018-Talking-Points.pdf . 

NSS UPDATE 

National Space Society to Present Space Pioneer Award to NASA Astronaut Dr. 

Kathryn Sullivan 

NASA astronaut Dr. Kathryn Sullivan is the winner of the National Space 

Society’s 2018 Space Pioneer Award for Non-Legislative Government Service. 

This award honors the work she did as an astronaut and oceanographer. She 

flew on the space shuttle three times, including the 1990 mission that 

deployed the Hubble Space Telescope, and more recently served as 

Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. NSS 

invites the public to come meet, interact and learn from the awardees and 

attend their award ceremonies. NSS will present the Space Pioneer Award to 

Dr. Sullivan at our annual conference, the 2018 International Space 

Development Conference (the 37th ISDC) to be held in Los Angeles, California, 

at the Sheraton Gateway Hotel at LAX. The Conference will run from May 24-

27, 2018. More info here. 

 

Hurry! Get your ISDC Registration before February 15 Rate Increase! 
By Claire McMurray, Chapters Reporter 

ISDC in Los Angeles is always lots of fun, as well as informative, so get your 
registration as soon as possible: the rate increase is scheduled for February 
15th. Register at http://isdc2018.nss.org/. The ISDC® 2018 Program will 
include: morning plenary sessions, four lunches and four dinners featuring 
keynote speakers, breakout sessions on multiple subjects, exhibitors, poster 
sessions, workshops, tours, and much more. Meet people from around the 
world who share our enthusiasm for getting humanity into space and living on 
other worlds. Featured Speakers include: Dr. Kathryn Sullivan, John C. 

Mankins, Bernard Kutter, Dallas Bienhoff, A.C. Charania, and Jim Cantrell. Members of the OASIS NSS 
chapter are assisting in various ways. 
 

March Storm vs SEA Blitz? What is an NSS member to do? 

By Dale Skran, NSS Executive VP and Chair, NSS Policy Committee 

At this point, most NSS members know that NSS supports two DC-based Congressional education 
events, the Space Exploration Alliance (SEA) Blitz in February and Alliance for Space Development (ASD) 
March Storm in March. I have provided a convenient list to help members understand which one they 
might want to participate in.  

http://www.nss.org/legislative/blitz/March-Storm-2018-Talking-Points.pdf
http://www.nss.org/legislative/blitz/March-Storm-2018-Talking-Points.pdf
http://blog.nss.org/national-space-society-to-present-space-pioneer-award-to-nasa-astronaut-dr-kathryn-sullivan/
http://isdc2018.nss.org/
http://isdc2018.nss.org/team-member/dr-kathryn-sullivan/
http://isdc2018.nss.org/team-member/john-c-mankins/
http://isdc2018.nss.org/team-member/john-c-mankins/
http://isdc2018.nss.org/team-member/bernard-kutter/
http://isdc2018.nss.org/team-member/dallas-bienhoff/
http://isdc2018.nss.org/team-member/a-c-charania/
http://isdc2018.nss.org/team-member/jim-cantrell/


• Agenda/goals 
o March Storm has a focused, specific agenda based on an annual campaign for space 

development set by ASD. 
o SEA Blitz has a wide ranging, more general agenda for space exploration that covers 

most space related activities NSS members might care about. 
• Cost 

o March Storm costs $40 per participant but students are free with an ID card and 
scholarships are available. 

o SEA Blitz costs $50 per non-student and $30 for students. 
• Training 

o March Storm features an all-day in-depth training session with multiple role-playing 
sessions and an in depth-exploration of the current goals 

o SEA Blitz training has two sessions, one for beginners and one for more experienced 
participants. 

• Training materials/Agenda 
o The March Storm objectives can be found on the ASD web site starting in early 

January.  The slides used to support the visits are typically available on the ASD web site 
by the end of January. A link to the 2018 slides are here: 
http://www.nss.org/legislative/blitz/March-Storm-2018-Talking-Points.pdf . 

o The SEA Blitz talking points are usually not available until the week prior to the SEA Blitz. 
However, they tend to be similar year to year. 

• Dates 
o March Storm is held March 11-15, with training on the 11th and four days of visits, 

allowing participants to choose which of the four days to appear on, with a requested 
minimum of two days. 

o The SEA Blitz is held February 25-27, with training on the 25th and two days of visits. 
• Signup 

o The link to sign up for March Storm is https://www.eventbrite.com/e/march-storm-
2018-tickets-41513120862 . There is no hard sign up deadline. 

o The link to sign up for the SEA Blitz is: http://www.spaceexplorationalliance.org/blitz/. 
However, there is a deadline for signup of January 31st, the site indicates as of 1/26 that 
no more tickets are available, and it does not appear to be possible to sign up. 

What is the bottom line here? The SEA Blitz operates on the level of “Space good, NASA good, more 
money good.”  March Storm objectives are often non-monetary, and usually revolve around specific 
draft legislation that is being advanced. In my personal view, it can be difficult to see the tangible impact 
of the SEA Blitz, although I am sure it has some impact, while the impact of March Storm is much more 
obvious when the text of the drafts being pushed appears in final Bills signed by the President. I 
normally attend both events, but if you can only attend a single event, I recommend March Storm. It 
looks like the SEA Blitz is “full up” this year, so I won’t be attending. I can assure you that March Storm 
will welcome you regardless of how late you sign up! 

 

CHAPTERS ROUNDUP 

NSS Chapter Started in Japan! 

http://www.nss.org/legislative/blitz/March-Storm-2018-Talking-Points.pdf
http://www.nss.org/legislative/blitz/March-Storm-2018-Talking-Points.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/march-storm-2018-tickets-41513120862
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/march-storm-2018-tickets-41513120862
http://www.spaceexplorationalliance.org/blitz/


By Claire McMurray, NSS Chapters Reporter. 
“NSS Japan Chapter” held its first general meeting on December 12th, 2017, but the membership list goes 

back to last May; perhaps ISDC in St. Louis sparked the chapter’s founding. The paperwork is now 

complete, so it’s official: National Space Society is active in Japan. Chapter President Taichi Yamazaki is 

not at all new to space advocacy however. He’s the CEO and Founder of ASTRAX, a Japanese version of 

the Zero-G Corporation. Who wouldn’t want to go to space after viewing their many website videos—

especially the one of someone tumbling gleefully on a bamboo broomstick during an ASTRAX flight? If 

you missed Taichi at ISDC 2017, you can meet him at ISDC 2018 in Los Angeles. He’s bringing over a 

dozen Japanese businessmen, artists and musicians: in effect a whole ISDC track. The chapter seems to 

have no website yet, but you can see Taichi’s ASTRAX videos at http://astrax-by-iss.wixsite.com/zero-g. 

St. Louis Space Frontier and Venture Cafe 
By Christine Nobbe 
We are very excited about our collaboration with Venture Cafe St. Louis, a unique weekly opportunity 
for networking and outreach. Venture Cafe’s tagline (written in all caps) “CONNECTING INNOVATORS TO 
MAKE THINGS HAPPEN” explains the purpose of the weekly event for innovators. The 501(c)(3) 
organization believes, “there is room for innovation in education, the arts, government services, 
healthcare, advanced manufacturing, social enterprise, and many other sectors.” St. Louis Space 
Frontier has been asked to provide innovating ideas every Second Thursday of the month. We have a 
series of presentations planned for the year. Our January talk “Space Exploration in 2018” attracted a 
“standing room only” crowd and we are looking forward to February’s talk called “Love, Sex, and Babies 
in Space.” 
 

Four Weeks Until Chapter Annual Reports Are Due  
By Claire McMurray, NSS Chapters Reporter 

 
To U.S. Chapter Officers: you have our sympathy. You must file with both NSS and the IRS by February 
15th (because that’s when NSS needs a copy of the IRS email confirming that you filed, in order to 
assemble its own NSS forms). Unless your chapter had over $50,000 income in 2017, the IRS only wants 
Form 990-N (short form). Instructions and necessary links are found here. This must be done on the 
web; there is no paper form. Please start as soon as possible: you’ll need 8 separate items of 
information to complete Form 990-N, and the website is sometimes down for scheduled maintenance. 
The rest of your chapter’s annual report is also due February 15th. Yes, NSS does need all parts of the 
report to keep listing you as a chapter in good standing. Instructions and forms are available in .doc, .rtf, 
and .pdf formats at chapters.nss.org/a/forms/annual_reports.shtml. 

 
To International Chapter Officers: You have a little longer, but NSS needs your reports by the beginning 
of March. Do not send any financial or IRS forms. But the rest of your report asks for the same 
information as the U.S. chapters, and you use the same forms, found at 
chapters.nss.org/a/forms/annual_reports.shtml   

 
All Chapters: The Activity Report is important; chapter awards and much of NSS’s effectiveness depend 
on what you write there. For each event, please include the title of the event, the date, location, and 
approximate number of people in attendance. If there is a presentation, please tell who presented, 
whether they belong to NSS or a chapter, and the title or subject of the presentation. If you did several 
very similar events, such as chapter meetings without speakers, just give the details once, then list all 

http://astrax-by-iss.wixsite.com/zero-g
http://www.vencafstl.org/
http://www.vencafstl.org/event/looking-forward-to-space-exploration-in-2018-st-louis-space-frontier/?instance_id=19649
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-990
http://chapters.nss.org/a/forms/annual_reports.shtml
http://chapters.nss.org/a/forms/annual_reports.shtml


the dates and the average attendance. Contact your District Coordinator or David Stuart, if you have a 
problem completing your Annual Report. 
 

FEATURES 

NSS Book Reviews 
By Marianne Dyson 

Space books keep us informed, stimulate our imaginations of the future of human space travel, and 
make excellent gifts. Your purchases through the NSS link to Amazon (of books or anything else!) also 
provide a credit to NSS to use for our educational programs, at no cost to you. Check out these new 
titles at NSS Reading Space:  

Non-Fiction Book: The Space Shuttle Program: Technologies and Accomplishments by Davide Sivolella, 
reviewed by Ted Spitzmiller. I recommend this book as a must read for space enthusiasts. Even though I 
have read extensively about the space shuttle program, the author’s use of original sources such as 
memoirs, interviews, and original press kits, in conjunction with his deep knowledge of the shuttle 
operating systems, provided many new insights as well as valuable examples of human ingenuity in the 
face of ever-present political and funding constraints placed on space ambitions. 

Fiction Book: Mission to Methone by Les Johnson, reviewed by Bart Leahy. While the Solar System is 
bustling with a variety of international space activities, an asteroid prospecting mission finds an asteroid 
that turns out to be an ancient alien spacecraft. 

 

Don't forget to check the archives for books you may have missed, including some classics. Use the 
"MORE" links to read over 350 reviews of nonfiction, fiction, and children's books. 

  

https://www.amazon.com/?&tag=nationalspa0a-20&camp=15345&creative=492937&linkCode=ur1&adid=12RA23BCPPVEEXHFKSMN&
http://www.nss.org/resources/books/
http://www.nss.org/resources/books/non_fiction/book-review-NF208-space-shuttle-program.html
http://www.nss.org/resources/books/fiction/book-review-SF078-mission-to-methone.html


Upcoming Space Events 

Date Event City State/Country 

Jan 29 - Feb 9 
UN COPUOS Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, 
55th session Vienna Austria 

Feb 5-8 Third Annual Smallsat Conference  

Mountain 
View CA 

Feb 7-8 
21st Annual FAA Commercial Space Transportation 
Conference Washington DC 

Feb 9-10 European Astrofest London UK 

Feb 27 - Mar 1 45th Space Congress-The Next Great Steps 

Cape 
Canaveral FL 

Mar 11 MIT New Space Age Conference Cambridge MA 

Mar 13-15 56th Robert H. Goddard Memorial Symposium  Greenbelt MD 

 

Space Quotes to Ponder 

Collected by Author Sylvia Engdahl 

"People who view industrialization as a source of the Earth's troubles, its pollution, and the desecration 

of its surface, can only advocate that we give it up. This is something that we can't do; we have the tiger 

by the tail. We have 4.5 billion people on Earth. We can't support that many unless we're industrialized 

and technologically advanced. So, the idea is not to get rid of industrialization but to move it somewhere 

else. If we can move it a few thousand miles into space, we still have it, but not on Earth. Earth can then 

become a world of parks, farms, and wilderness without giving up the benefits of industrialization." - 

Isaac Asimov, speech at Rutgers University 

"If Earth is considered a closed system, there will be less for all forever. The frontier is closed, the 

wilderness is gone, nature is being destroyed by human consumers, while billions are starving. The 

future indeed looks grim, and there are, ultimately, no really long-range, positive solutions, nor 

motivation for making the sacrifices and doing the hard work needed now, unless we understand that 

we are evolving from an Earth-only toward an Earth-space or universal species." - Barbara Marx 

Hubbard, Distant Star, 1997 (Electronic Magazine of the First Millennial Foundation) 

"One of the most thoughtless statements, parroted ad nauseam ever since rational concern for our 

environment exploded into an emotional syndrome, calls Man the only animal that soils its own nest. 

Every animal soils its nest with the products of its metabolism if unable to move away. Space technology 

gives us for the first time the freedom to leave our nest, at least for certain functions, in order not to soil 

it." - Krafft Ehricke, "Extraterrestrial Imperative" in Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 1971 

 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/copuos/stsc/2018/index.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/copuos/stsc/2018/index.html
https://smallsatshow.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/21st-annual-faa-commercial-space-transportation-conference-tickets-36660183596
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/21st-annual-faa-commercial-space-transportation-conference-tickets-36660183596
http://europeanastrofest.com/
https://commons.erau.edu/space-congress-proceedings/proceedings-2018-45th/
http://newspaceage.org/
http://astronautical.org/events/goddard/
http://www.spacequotes.com/


Ad Astra 

The magazine of the National Space Society 

Volume 29, Number 3, Fall 2017 

 

Contents: 

• MOON SIGHTING: HOW WE FIRST SAW THE MOON Part 2: The Era of the Space Age, by Lynne 
F. Zielinski 

• IT'S ABOUT THE PEOPLE, by Andrew Aldrin 
• MIT STUDENTS LEARN THE ART OF PLANETARY DEFENSE, by Clifford R. McMurray 
• STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN MARCH STORM, by the Alliance for Space Development 
• ENTERPRISE IN SPACE: EDUCATING TOMORROW'S SPACE INHABITANTS, by Alice M. Hoffman, 

PE 
• STUDENTS SOAR TO INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION, by Dale Skran 
• STUDENTS OPEN A GATEWAY TO SPACE SETTLEMENT, by Lynne F. Zielinski 
• NASA'S DART TARGETS TWINS FOR ASTEEROID DEFENSE, by John F. Kross 
• PRIVATIZING THE MOON, by Rod Pyle 
• PLANTING THE FLAG: A REVIEW OF U.S. PRIORITIES IN SPACE, by Dr. Greg Autry 
• PIONEERS OLD AND YOUNG: THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 2017, 

by Clifford R. McMurray 
• WORLDS WITHOUT END: EXOPLANETS ABOUND IN NEW SURVEYS, by John F. Kross 
• THE SPACE CHALLENGE PROJECT, by Thelma Sugay 
• SENIOR PROM OR ASTRONAUT TRAINING?, by Geoff Notkin 
• 38 UNIVERSITIES FOR SPACE PROGRAMS IN THE U.S., by Ad Astra Editorial Team 

http://www.nss.org/adastra/volume29/v29n3.html
http://www.nss.org/adastra/volume29/v29n3.html


• MADHU THANGAVELU Department of Astronautical Engineering, USC, Interview by Chantelle 
Baier 

• SPACEFLIGHT FOR THE PRICE OF A BMW, by Paul Shin 
• THE OUTER SPACE TREATY IS DOOMED, by Mark Hopkins 
• FRANK SIETZEN JR.: IN MEMORIAM, by Keith Cowing 
• 2017 NSS AWARDS, by John K. Strickland 
• NSS CHAPTERS PROVIDE LIVE EDUCATION, by Claire Stephens McMurray 
• NSS DONOR WILLIAM BROPHY, by Hoyt Davidson 
• BOOKS, The Intrepid Saga, by M. D. Cooper, Reviewed by Brian Enke 
• BOOKS, Dream Missions: Space Colonies, Nuclear Spacecraft and Other Possibilities, by Michel 

van Pelt, Reviewed by Marianne Dyson 
• NSS CHAPTERS 
• LAST WORD: GODDARD ROCKET 

 

Volunteer 
Be an NSS volunteer! 

 
Join Today 

Our Vision: People living and working in thriving communities beyond the Earth, and the use of 
the vast resources of space for the dramatic betterment of humanity. 

 

 
 

http://www.nss.org/HelpWanted.html
http://www.nss.org/join

