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The National Space Society calls for the United States to make civil space a high national priority in
order to ensure American leadership in scientific discovery, technology development, and the
creation of new industries and new applications that will benefit all humanity. Five actions are
necessary to achieve this objective:

Formulate a Strategy to Achieve the Ultimate Goal. Congress and the Administration shall
institute a comprehensive civil space strategy to achieve the long-range goal of the human
settlement of space, including the use of space to better life on Earth.

Leverage the Private Sector. Congress and the Administration shall support public-private
partnerships in space that draw on the strengths of both sectors. Commercial Crew Development
is one such program that must be funded at the level requested by the Administration.

Ensure American Technical Leadership. Congress shall take all appropriate steps to utilize the
internationally-recognized expertise of NASA, as well as the power of American industry, to
develop enabling technologies and systems capable of carrying humans beyond Low Earth Orbit,
exploring space, and developing new uses of space that will nurture new industries and support
civil government functions.

Develop New Applications That Better Life on Earth. Government and industry shall work
together to support research and development leading to new applications that will harness the
vast material, energy and other resources of space, including use of Earth orbit, to dramatically
improve life on Earth.

Establish Priorities to Enable a Sustainable Path for the Expansion of our Civilization. As a
necessary and integral part of the exploration, development, and eventual settlement of the solar
system, priority should be given to establishing an integrated spacefaring infrastructure capable of
transporting passengers and cargo throughout the Earth-Moon system and beyond.

About the National Space Society (NSS): NSS is an independent non-profit educational membership organization
dedicated to the creation of a spacefaring civilization. NSS is widely acknowledged as the preeminent citizen's voice
on space, with over 50 chapters in the United States and around the world. The Society publishes Ad Astra magazine,
an award-winning periodical chronicling the most important developments in space. To learn more, visit

WWW.NSS.0rg.
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